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struggle is more competitive than we 
might have originally thought from a 
Malthusian dilemma. Maybe the glass 
is half full.

The reason for our optimism is that 
nature is on our side, and not our enemy, 
as been falsely presupposed in our less 
conscious past. Our marriage with nature 
is fraught with challenges, which are the 
opportunities any good marriage provide 
for collective growth.

With a combination of innovation 
and traditional practices we have an 
awesome tag team for grappling with 
our food future. When we put diverse 
people and skills together everything is 
possible with good intentions. Let us 
enter a new collective health conscious-
ness where no second thoughts will be 
necessary.

It appears that taking the long-term 
perspective is imperative in major 
improvement, and improvement is the 
never-ending challenge we need to 
embrace with gusto. For those of us with 
the honor of being current or former 
Institute employees we could have done 
worse than honoring to our great heri-
tage, our visionary founders and meet 
and grow their vision. Using the same 
optimism and realism that nature does, 

we can spread this goodness, appre-
ciation and apply better paradigms that 
honor nature as a friend rather than 
seeing her as the enemy.

In the barn where I work at the 
Institute I found printed on a coffee 
cup the thoughtful words of Robert 
Rodale simply put, “Nature is the great-
est Miracle of All.”

I am optimistic that we all can invite 
these miracles into our lives with the 
right attitude. Attaining this attitude of 
creation is valid struggle for our lives. 
Indeed I believe we already have made 
some progress on this front.

Sometimes I think about this odyssey 
I have witnessed and played a side role. I 
think what a drama and comedy it is.

Organic no-till is a boxer who has 
fallen and been counted down but comes 
back time and time again. This boxer is 
not all pretty sometimes bloody but just 
will not die. Staggered and down but 
not giving up the persistent one gets up 
and eventually in the end wins the day. 
This story like all great stories serves 
to give hope and to inspires. It does for 
me. It shows an ability to unite people 
rather than separate them. It’s a great 
experience.

As long as we favor the general good 
and have life we still have hope. Don’t 
count yourself or us out just yet. Our 
challenge continues. I have no doubt we 
can feed ourselves and our future and 
preserve our precious globe. Regardless 
is there any other option?

No matter how this amazing journey 
ends, it is riveting testimony that if 
we can strive persistently and hum-
bly we can rest assured we will have 
fewer regrets than if we lived strictly for 
convenience.

As long as strive to do the best we can 
and that can make all the difference in 
and for the World.

I like to think in the halls of heav-
en the great Rodale souls along with 
William Penn and Ben Franklin are 
smiling and giving us their two thumbs 
up. For these great souls are the apostles 
of the possible and not the naysayers nor 
the peanut gallery. They write and act in 
the great drama. In the last analysis, for 
those who believe they can and for those 
who believe they do.

Our hope is that we might continue 
to seed a revolution in consciousness 
to help deal with pressing issues of our 
world.

No-till... � continued from page 25                 

No-till rye being rolled and seeded with pumpkins




